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Community Benchmarks - Status
Benchmark

(each measured over prior 14 days)
Status

4/28/21
Status
5/5/21

Status
5/12/21

Status
5/19/21

Avg. daily new case count in 
Brookline = <10 per 100k people 5.8 4.5 3.6 2.8

Avg. daily new case count in 
Mass. = <10 per 100k people 20.0 15.9 12.5 8.7

Avg. test positivity rate in 
Brookline = <5.0% 0.52% 0.45% 0.45% 0.39%

Avg. test positivity rate in 
Massachusetts = <5.0% 2.01% 1.73% 1.48% 1.21%

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 2

Panel 4 selected these four community transmission benchmarks in August 
2020 as triggers for focused evaluation and discussion of whether changes in 

operations are warranted, not as definitive indicators of in-school risk or 
thresholds for automatic action.  Research and PSB-specific data since that 

time have convincingly shown that in-school transmission risk can be kept very 
low even at high levels of community case incidence.



MA DPH Color Scale

Brookline’s population is ~60,000

Chart and data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 3



Trends: Avg. Daily New Cases per 100k

4Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity (Brookline)

5Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity (Statewide)

6Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity and Testing 
Volume (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 7
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Trends: Daily Test Volumes and 
Positivity (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 8
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Trends: 0-19 Year-Old Age Cohort 
(MA Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 9

More specific, for period of 
5/2 – 5/15/2021:

Avg. Daily 
Cases/100k

Case Hospitalization 
Rate (approx.)

Case Fatality 
Rate (approx.)

<5 yo 11.3 0.2% 0.00%
5-9 yo 13.8 0.3% 0.00%

10-14 yo 16.8 0.1% 0.00%
15-19 yo 16.7 0.2% 0.09%

All ages (incl. vaccinated people) 10.1 1.0% 1.30%
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Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Trends Over Time

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 10



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts: 
By School

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 11



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Students (By Grade) and Staff

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 12



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Asymptomatic Testing Program Results

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 13



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Asymptomatic Testing Program Results

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 14



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Asymptomatic Testing Program Results

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 15



Summary of PSB’s COVID-19 Experience to Date 
(through 5/20/2021)

• Since the fall:
o 160,000+ staff member-days in buildings
o 445,000+ student-days in buildings

• 302 known COVID-19 cases among PSB students and staff
o Contact tracing completed by local health dept. + school 

nursing team
o Nearly all believed to be community-acquired (e.g., some 

individuals were in 100% remote cohorts)
o 70 were present in buildings during likely contagious 

periods (48 hours prior to symptom onset/COVID+ test)

• Very few instances of suspected in-school transmission:
o ~4 likely or “can’t rule out” cases
o Just ~2 of 376 (0.5%) of in-school close contacts have tested 

positive or developed COVID-19-consistent symptoms
16Data source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard



MA DPH Vaccination 
Rate Data: 5/18/2021

17Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-covid-19-vaccination-data-and-updates
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PSB Vaccination Program

18Data source: 5/14/2021 PSB parent email

• We are happy to announce that the Public Schools of Brookline are 
partnering with Pelmeds Pharmacy to offer the 2 dose Pfizer Covid-19 
vaccination series to our students ages 12 and above. Their team of 
vaccinators will come onsite to our school to provide immunizations on 
May 20th, May 26th and May 27th.

• May 20 Brookline High School 1:00pm-5:00pm

• May 26 Baker School 12:30pm-4:30pm

• May 27 Ridley School 2:30pm-6:00pm 

• While the vaccine is strongly encouraged, it is not required at 
this time.



Updates on Outdoor Mitigation Measures

• Effective May 19th, PSB policy update (approved by Dr. Jett): 
• “Given the low rate of outdoor transmission of COVID-19, 

students no longer have to wear masks when outdoors, even if 
distance cannot be maintained. This updated guidance 
applies to recess, physical education, youth sports, and 
outdoor learning environments. Adults must continue to wear 
masks outdoors if distancing cannot be maintained.”

• “At this time, adults and students must continue to wear masks 
indoors.”

• Effective May 29th, 
• Brookline’s outdoor mask mandate ends, but non-vaccinated 

individuals “advised to continue wearing face masks indoors 
and when unable to socially distance when outdoors.”

• Statewide indoor mask mandate narrows to specific settings 
only, including K-12 schools (applying to adults and students).

19Sources: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-mask-requirements; PSB 5/18/2021 email



Updates on Outdoor Mitigation Measures

• Questions:
• Should efforts be maintained to keep outdoor 

distancing between students/adults?
• While students are moving around?
• While students are in one place for a period of 

time (e.g., sitting and eating lunch, etc.)?

20Sources: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-mask-requirements; PSB 5/18/2021 email


